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“In and of the community” is a fundamental principle guiding our 
relationship with our clients and the communities in which we 
work. We serve our communities by being active and present, best 
illustrated by our pro bono and social responsibility efforts. We 
strive to make lasting change, whether by representing those in 
need, offering legal advice to nonprofit enterprises or being a fully 
engaged partner in improving our communities.

Our dedication to driving change is captured in this community 
engagement review. We highlight our new strategic relationship 
with CARE USA to help fight global poverty and social injustice, and 
share stories from our Anniversary Service Initiative, which took 
place across the US this summer. 

Through this sample of our efforts, we express appreciation  to all 
our colleagues as well as our clients and philanthropic partners for 
their extraordinary dedication to promoting positive social change 
in our communities. 

Peter Wolfson
US Co-Chief Executive Officer

Mike McNamara
US Managing Partner

Jeff Haidet
US Co-Chief Executive Officer
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9,384+ 

pounds of  
produce sorted
–San Diego

San Francisco Public Policy and Regulation 
partner Jeffrey Bleich, partnering with 
Human Rights First and others, helped 
secure asylum for a Ugandan refugee who 
had been a victim of torture and abuse 
before fleeing to the United States. 

Our Anniversary Service Initiative was 
a celebration—through service to the 
community—of a year since the merger of 
Dentons US and McKenna Long. 

Dentons and influential aid organization 
CARE USA have forged a strategic 
relationship to fight global poverty and 
injustice.
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Dentons US and influential aid organization CARE USA 
have forged a strategic relationship to fight global poverty 
and social injustice.

Dentons will act as global pro bono legal counsel to 
provide domestic and international pro bono services 
to strengthen the work of CARE USA. Dentons’ aim is to 
help CARE USA meet its goal of ending poverty and social 
injustice for 150 million people by 2020.

Teams of Firm lawyers are currently providing CARE with 
legal advice on employment, privacy and social enterprise 
issues. Dentons will also assist CARE in finding other legal 
support across the Firm’s offices. 

“We are CARE’s go-to pro bono counsel,” said Ben 
Weinberg, US Pro Bono Partner. Ben said the partnership is 
an especially good fit because so many of the Firm’s clients 
are also involved with CARE.

“This is a great linking of our values and our client’s values,” 
he said.  

Spearheading the partnership effort along with Ben is 
Megan McCamey, Senior Advisor for Social Impact.

“This is an ideal partnership, allowing us to do pro bono 
work that will have a broad and deep impact globally,” she 
said. 

Headquartered in Atlanta, CARE USA is one of the largest 
and most influential international aid organizations in the 
United States. Its goal is to improve the lives of the world’s 
poorest people and create a world where poverty has been 
overcome and all people live in dignity and security.

CARE focuses its efforts on the plight of girls and women, 
who bear the brunt of poverty in the world’s poorest 
communities. Through its international confederation, 
CARE works in more than 90 countries to support about 
900 humanitarian aid and development projects.

“We are so grateful for our partnership with Dentons, 
bringing cutting-edge and global legal support to CARE’s 
work,” said CARE CEO Michelle Nunn.

“Because of the diversity of legal issues relating to CARE’s 
charitable work in the US and abroad, it is impossible to 
have in-house expertise in all the areas where CARE has 
legal needs,” added CARE General Counsel Eric D. Johnson. 
“We look forward to deepening our relationship over time 
by exploring additional synergies between CARE’s needs 
and the interest of Dentons.” 

Global Partners in the Fight to End Poverty and Social Injustice 

CARE CEO Michelle Nunn, center, with Dentons Global Chair 
Joe Andrew, left, and Jeff Haidet, US Co-CEO, at CARE’s annual 
conference in Washington, DC.

“We look forward to deepening 
our relationship over time by 
exploring additional synergies 
between CARE’s needs and the 
interest of Dentons.”  
—CARE General Counsel  
Eric D. Johnson
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San Diego
• The San Diego offices volunteered two shifts at 

Feeding America San Diego and sorted more than 
9,384 pounds of produce. They also collected travel-
size personal hygiene products for 50 HomeAid San 
Diego CareKits that were handed out to homeless men, 
women and youths in need.

San Francisco/Oakland
• Bay Area volunteers visited St. Anthony’s to help 

serve 2,400 hot and nutritious meals to individuals 
and families who have slipped through the safety net. 
Volunteers also helped sort clothes for the city’s largest 
free clothing program, which provides clothing to 150 
homeless and low-income families and individuals.

Silicon Valley
• A Silicon Valley team participated in the United 

Way of the Bay Area’s Backpack and School 
Supply Drive by collecting backpacks and school 
supplies that were donated to in-need students and 
underfunded teachers.

St. Louis
• St. Louis office volunteers helped assemble boxes 

of food at Operation Food Search, a nonprofit 
dedicated to ending hunger in the St. Louis area. 
They also volunteered at Kingdom House, a group 
providing holistic programs and services that promote 
empowerment and growth in individuals and families.

Anniversary Service Initiative

Our Anniversary Service Initiative was a celebration—through service to the community—of our merger of 
Dentons US and McKenna Long. 

From providing food, clothing and educational supplies to disadvantaged people, to helping low-income 
families obtain access to vital legal counsel and services, our lawyers, professionals and staff went the extra 
mile to invest in the communities in which we live and work.

To view the Anniversary Service Initiative video, click here

http://www.dentons.com/en/whats-different-about-dentons/an-entrepreneurial-approach-to-pro-bono-and-social-responsibility/pro-bono-in-the-united-states.aspx
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Los Angeles
• Los Angeles volunteers visited Learning Rights Law 

Center, an invaluable legal services nonprofit that 
fights for a child’s right to education. LRLC assists low-
income families by providing free legal counsel and 
advice, advocacy, direct representation, education, 
training and policy work. 

Phoenix
• A Phoenix team worked with Southwest Human 

Development’s “Little Free Libraries” program to build, 
paint, decorate and brand a bookshelf for a low-income 
neighborhood from which children will borrow books. 
The office conducted a book drive for the month, 
resulting in 347 donated books.

Chicago
• A group of 60 volunteers packed 600 cartons of apples 

for the Greater Chicago Food Depository, which 
distributes food  throughout Chicago. Colleagues also 
helped weed and water the green rooftop garden for 
Center on Halsted, one of Chicago’s largest LGBT-
focused community centers, and laid the groundwork for 
the two-day painting project at Legacy Charter School.

New York/Albany
• New York volunteers spent the day volunteering with 

New York Cares Friends of Red Hook Recreation 
Center, which beautifies Red Hook Parks, and spent 
the day sorting food, stocking the pantry and preparing 
lunch at the Bowery Mission, which serves 200 
members of New York’s homeless community.

• Albany colleagues spent the afternoon cooking up 
treats and meals for the families living in Albany’s 
Ronald McDonald House. 

New Orleans
• New Orleans office colleagues worked with STEM 

NOLA (the Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math Organization of New Orleans Louisiana), whose 
mission is to encourage future innovators, creators and 
makers by exposing communities to opportunities in 
science, technology, engineering and math. 

Atlanta
• Continuing a longtime tradition with Atlanta Habitat for 

Humanity, colleagues volunteered at an all-day Habitat 
building project to assemble the walls of the new house. 

Short Hills, NJ
• New Jersey office colleagues spent a morning 

volunteering at the Community Food Bank of New 
Jersey, sorting and stocking bulk items for distribution 
to food pantries throughout the state. They packaged 
1,376 bags of pasta and stocked 86 boxes, which will be 
distributed to feed 344 families. 

Kansas City
• The Kansas City office organized multiple volunteer 

opportunities with Operation Breakthrough and Ronald 
McDonald House Charities, with groups of six to 10 
volunteers working for three- to four-hour periods at the 
facilities of each organization over five days. 

Dallas
• A team from our Dallas office volunteered at 

The Family Place, the largest service provider for 
victims of family violence in Texas. 

Washington, DC
• Dentons volunteers assisted 30 high school students 

from around the country at the Future Latino Leaders 
Law Camp. The camp is a signature program of the 
Hispanic National Bar Foundation, a nonprofit that 
provides diversity pipeline programs to inspire and 
encourage young Latinos to pursue careers in the 
legal profession.



7

Securing asylum against the odds 
San Francisco Public Policy and Regulation partner  
Jeffrey Bleich, partnering with Human Rights First and 
others, helped secure asylum for a Ugandan refugee 
who had been a victim of torture and abuse before 
fleeing to the United States. The client had been brutally 
persecuted by her husband, a senior Ugandan military 
official and presidential advisor to whom she had been 
forcibly married. When she became an advocate for 
women’s rights after years of spousal abuse, her husband 
had her kidnapped by military officials and imprisoned 
for two years, during which she was repeatedly tortured 
and serially abused by her captors. Jeff, relying on his 
experience as a US ambassador, obtained assistance 
from the former US ambassador to Uganda and a special 
State Department unit that assists victims of gender-
based violence. Overcoming great odds against Ugandan 
refugees seeking asylum, Jeff’s client can now start a new 
life in the US, where she plans to continue advocating for 
abused women. 

Partnering for pro bono service
Atlanta partner Wayne Bradley teamed up with Delta 
Air Lines and Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta to host the 
Nonprofit Legal Checkup, a unique CLE and pro bono 
service event. Atlanta partner Dan Beale, senior managing 
associates Crissy Wolfe and Alison LeVasseur and 
managing associate John Griffee, along with 14 Delta 
in-house attorneys, presented a seminar on legal issues 

affecting nonprofits. They then held in-depth, face-to-face 
discussions with representatives from eight nonprofits. 
These nonprofits are expanding resources for people with 
disabilities, offering academic opportunities for children 
from economically challenged families and helping young 
girls foster a positive sense of self-worth, among many 
other valuable missions throughout Georgia. Altogether, 
the 34 lawyers and professionals who took part donated 
170 hours of pro bono time. Partner Petrina McDaniel, 
special events assistant Carol Barach, legal secretary 
Davina Brees, facilities manager Barbara Cochran, events 
and sustainability manager Laura Miller and regional 
administrative director Sheryl Yetsko helped organize the 
half-day event. 

Reversing a denied unemployment claim 
Washington, DC, Litigation counsel Ivan Bilaniuk obtained 
a complete win representing an activities assistant at an 
assisted living facility who had been wrongfully denied 
unemployment insurance by the District of Columbia after 
being terminated by her employer. The final order found in 
favor of the client on the key facts in dispute in the full-day 
trial, and awarded full unemployment benefits. This matter 
was referred by the Legal Aid Society of the District of 
Columbia, with which the Firm has worked extensively on 
such pro bono administrative court cases. 

News
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A record-breaking fundraiser
The Firm sponsored The Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia’s 27th Annual Servant of Justice Awards 
Dinner, which raised a record sum of nearly US$1.2 million 
to aid the disadvantaged. Legal Aid is the oldest and 
largest general civil legal services program in the District of 
Columbia. Ivan Bilaniuk, Cass Christenson, Bruce Fried, 
Craig Giometti, Thomas Kelly, Jr., Lidija Pegan-Knight, 
Presley Reed, Jason Reichlyn and Joanne Zimolzak 
represented the Firm in attendance, and hosted a Legal Aid 
staff attorney at their table.

Bowling for charity
The Firm sponsored the Stars & Strikes Celebrity Bowling 
Classic, which raised money for Ronald McDonald 
House Charities. Spearheaded by Chicago Litigation 
partner Keith Moskowitz, the event was co-hosted by 
McDonald’s and NASCAR driver Jamie McMurray, along 
with San Diego Chargers running back Melvin Gordon. 
The many notable attendees also included NFL draftees Ty 
Montgomery of the Green Bay Packers and Grady Jarrett of 
the Atlanta Falcons.

Preparing dinners for families
St. Louis legal support administrator Darlene Incaudo, 
paralegal Cory Adams and office administrator Chris 
Condra volunteered at Ronald McDonald House, 
preparing dinner. Ronald McDonald House provides a 
“home-away-from-home” for families so they can stay close 
by a hospitalized child at little or no cost. This is the second 
year in a row that the St. Louis office has volunteered.

Wearing red noses for needy children
Business services staff in the Short Hills, NJ, office jumped 
in to support Red Nose Day 2016. Legal secretary Sherrie 
Borges took the lead in organizing a team-wide collection 
for the charity, which aids underprivileged children.

Supporting a local homeless shelter
The Atlanta Paralegal Services team—Julia Buckley, Jeff 
Frenzel, Zachary Ladu, Naomi Millner, Angela Monroe, 
Afton Patterson, Danielle Simon, Margaret Tuttle, Debbie 
Van Duynhoven and Margaret Welch—organized a 
community service project to benefit Crossroads, a local 
shelter that offers programs and services to help homeless 
individuals get off the streets. Coordinated by Danielle and 
Angela, our team prepared more than 200 sandwiches to 
help feed many of Crossroads’ guests.
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Running for a good cause
The Washington, DC, and Tysons Corner offices 
participated in the 26th annual Lawyers Have Heart 
5K walk, 5K run and 10K run to benefit the American 
Heart Association. This year’s event raised more than 
US$600,000 for the worthy cause. Litigation senior 
managing associate Daniel Morris earned special 
recognition from the AHA as a gold member fundraiser. 

Helping families tend to infant care needs
The Firm partnered with HomeAid San Diego in the 
nonprofit’s Essentials for Young Lives Campaign—aka, 
the Diaper Drive. Spearheaded by San Diego partner 
Brian Fish, chair of HomeAid San Diego’s board, the team 
collected more than 2,100 diapers and more than 2,100 
wipes, along with food and other necessities, to help 
underprivileged families tend to basic infant care needs. 

The items were delivered to HomeAid for distribution 
to social service providers that help homeless families 
throughout the area. 

Lessons on the hardwood
Chicago conflicts attorney Corey Sealy volunteered as a 
coach at the Michael Lee Simms Basketball Camp, a free, 
nonprofit basketball camp run by information technology 
consultant Tabitha Maddox (who also coaches) and her 
family. The three-day camp focused on skills and training 
for children between the ages 10 and 13. It is dedicated 
to the memory of Tabitha’s cousin, Michael Lee Simms, a 
basketball enthusiast who died prematurely in a car crash 
in 2011. In addition to leading drills, Corey spoke to the kids 
about the importance of both following their dreams and 
putting in the work needed to achieve them.
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Casa Cornelia Law Center honored San Diego Litigation 
senior managing associate Jae Park with the La Mancha 
Distinguished Attorney of the Year Award, recognizing 
his “tremendous impact” on the legal aid charity’s 
delivery of pro bono services. Over the last seven years, 
Jae has worked tirelessly on political asylum matters 
and children’s court dockets through Casa Cornelia. He 
received his award at a ceremony at the University of San 
Diego’s Peace and Justice Center in October.  

Equip for Equality honored the Firm with a Lead 
Community Champion & Pro Bono Partner Award, 
recognizing our longtime leadership and pro bono 
support of the nonprofit. Harold Hirshman, John 
Grossbart and Steve Libowsky in Chicago have been 
among those leading the Firm’s efforts in significant 
cases over the past 10 years. Equip, a preeminent 
disability rights advocacy group, has earned a high 
reputation in Chicago’s legal and business communities 
through its work with a great many organizations. The 
award will be presented during Equip’s 30th anniversary 
celebration on June 8. 

A Caring Hand honored SoHo Startup and Venture Tech 
Centre partner Randolph K. Adler, Jr., and the Cantor 
Fitzgerald Relief Fund with Philanthropic Achievement 
Awards, recognizing their service to the nonprofit and 
their years of charitable work in the New York community. 
A Caring Hand is the only nonprofit in New York solely 
dedicated to helping children between the ages of four 
and 18 who have experienced the death of a parent or 
sibling. Joining to salute Randy were partners Michael 
Chung and Chip Korn, counsel Helen Ogbara Reeves, 
managing associates Alexander Kerzhner and Thomas 
Michael and associates Max Cantor and Seth Engel.

Chicago Litigation managing associate Gail Eisenberg 
was honored with the Award of Excellence from the 
Decalogue Society of Lawyers, America’s oldest Jewish 
bar association, before 300 members of the bar and 
bench. Gail was recognized for her pro bono work at 
the Firm and for her efforts chairing the organization’s 
Legislative Committee, spearheading Decalogue’s support 
of justice system reforms and civil rights initiatives. The 
Award of Excellence is presented to lawyers who increase 
the dignity and honor of the legal profession by, among 
other things, rendering useful community service or 
participating in worthy movements for the public welfare. 

Both the Firm and Chicago Litigation senior counsel 
Harold Hirshman made the shortlist for the inaugural 
Chambers Diversity Awards, USA 2016, given by 
Chambers & Partners. The Firm was one of six nominees 
for Pro Bono Program of the Year, recognizing the 
extensive breadth and success of our lawyers’ and 
professionals’ pro bono work across the US. Harold, 
nominated for Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year, led our 
seven-year-long representation of a class of mentally ill 
prisoners in Illinois who have faced inhumane and illegal 
treatment, efforts that culminated in a historic victory 
this year. 

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation honored 
Washington, DC, Litigation partner Tami Azorsky 
(below, with Richard C. Lorenzo, HNBF President) as 
an Outstanding Director and Law Camp Director. 
Tami, who has served on the HNBF’s board for the last 
eight years, received her recognition at the nonprofit’s 
awards dinner.

The Firm received the 2015 Ecology Award from 
Opportunity Secure Data Destruction, our data 
destruction vendor, for our part to conserve natural 
resources. Our offices across the US recycled 493,975 
pounds of paper during 2015, which OSDD estimates 
saved 4,196 trees. 

Recognition

Washington, DC, Litigation partner Tami Azorsky, with Hispanic 
National Bar President Richard C. Lorenzo, at the HNBF annual 
awards dinner in Washington, DC.
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US Pro Bono Committee

David Cowart
Dallas

Chris Humphreys
San Diego

Bonnie Lau
San Francisco

Mary Anderson
Chicago

Sarah Carlson
St. Louis

Lino Lipinsky
Denver

Presley Reed
Washington, DC

Felix Woo
Los Angeles

Ivor Samson
San Francisco

Sandy Hauser
New York

Josh Akbar
Phoenix

Phil White
Short Hills, NJ

Tom Vandiver
Los Angeles

Heather Khassian
Houston

Jessica Abrahams
Washington, DC

Dan Beale
Atlanta
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© 2016 Dentons. Dentons is a global legal practice providing client services worldwide through its member firms and affiliates. This publication is not designed 
to provide legal or other advice and you should not take, or refrain from taking, action based on its content. Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices.

^Dentons is the world’s largest law firm, delivering quality and value to clients around 
the globe. Dentons is a leader on the Acritas Global Elite Brand Index, a BTI Client Service 
30 Award winner and recognized by prominent business and legal publications for its 
innovations in client service, including founding Nextlaw Labs and the Nextlaw Global 
Referral Network. Dentons’ polycentric approach and world-class talent challenge the status 
quo to advance client interests in the communities in which we live and work.  

www.dentons.com


