
Overview
Joseph G. Martinez’s practice focuses on all aspects of government contracts litigation and corporate counseling
with an emphasis on bid protest litigation, contract and subcontract formation and pricing issues, and complex claims
litigation. Joe is also a member of Dentons’ Political Law, Ethics and Disclosure team and counsels clients regarding
federal, state and local election law, campaign finance, ethics matters, and assists government contractors in
navigating the intersection of law, politics and public policy.

Joe has significant experience assisting government contractors of all sizes in the formation of government contracts
and subcontracts, including compliance with the Truth In Negotiations Act (TINA), subcontracting flow-down
requirements, and litigating bid protests before the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and the US Court of
Federal Claims (COFC). Joe also assists clients in resolving disputes that arise during the performance of
government contracts, including matters relating to cost allowability, Cost Accounting Standards (CAS), small
business set-asides, requests for equitable adjustment (REA) and performance disputes. Joe has also assisted
clients with the submission of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, including the submission of
administrative appeals and litigation in the federal district courts seeking judicial review of agency decisions to
withhold documents, and assisted with reverse-FOIA submissions to protect contractor data from being publicly
released.

Joe received his Masters in Public Administration from the University of Colorado School of Public Affairs and his JD
from the University of Colorado School of Law. While in law school, he served as a law clerk for Governor Bill Owens
(R-CO), was a member of the Jessup International Law Moot Court and the Hispanic National Bar Association Moot
Court Teams, and was active in the Student Bar Association. In recognition of his scholarship and leadership, he
was awarded the ALI-ABA Scholarship and Leadership Award.

Joe received his BA in Political Science from the University of Michigan. While attending Michigan he served as a
legislative intern for US Senator Wayne Allard (R-CO) and interned in the Government Affairs department of
DaimlerChrysler.

Experience
Successfully represented subcontractor in arbitration with prime contractor regarding interpretation of parties’
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subcontract and application of small business set-asides.
Continued representation before federal district court to confirm arbitration award and resist opposing parties’
efforts to set-aside arbitration award.

Counseled private investment firm that is assignee of amounts due under government contract in the
recovery of those amounts, including government contracts dispute resolution process, appropriations law,
bankruptcy, and represented contractor in FOIA administrative appeal.

Assisted biopharmaceutical company in negotiations with the Department of Health and Human Services
regarding the award of an Other Transaction Agreement.

Successfully represented prime contractor in recovery of severance costs incurred while performing U.S.
government contract abroad. Case was litigated before the Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals.

Represented various contractors in bid protests before the GAO and the COFC, including offerors
challenging government awards and representing awardees as intervenors.

Counseled and litigated on behalf of large service provider who has performed significant contracts in Middle
East war zones, including subcontract formation and pricing, cost allowability under prime contracts and
contract interoperation issues and actions before the COFC and international arbitration forums.

Recognition
Ranked, Nationwide, Chambers USA, Government Contracts, 2021-2023

Listed as a Recognized Lawyer by The Legal 500 for Government Contracts, 2020-2023

In the Media
“Long-Anticipated DOD Contract Rule May Lack Direct Impact” Law360, September 26, 2019

"Afghan Contractor To Take Vacated $1.07M Award To 9th Circ" Law360, July 26, 2017

"US Government Shutdown Could Impact Defense Contractors, Disrupt Weapons Production" CNBC,
April 24, 2017

"ASBCA Won't Revisit Partial Ruling In $3.8M Lease Dispute" Law360, March 15, 2017

Insights
Co-author, “Feature Comment: The Most Important Contract Disputes Decisions of 2021,” The
Government Contractor (Vol. 64, No. 5), February 2, 2022

Co-author, “The FAR to get the jab done: Government contractor vaccine requirements,” Dentons client
alert, September 30, 2021

Co-author, “Feature Comment: The Most Important Contract Disputes Decisions of 2020,” The
Government Contractor (Vol. 63, No. 8), February 21, 2021

Co-author, “Treasury Implementation of CARES Act $17 Billion Loan Program for "Businesses Critical
to Maintaining National Security,” Dentons client alert, April 27, 2020

Co-author, “Emergency Paid Sick Leave for COVID-19: What Government Contractors Need to Know,”
Dentons client alert, April 10, 2020

Co-author, “Government Contracting During the COVID-19: Key Considerations for Negotiating New
Government Contracts Amidst the Global Pandemic,” Dentons client alert, April 6, 2020

Co-author, “Guarding The Privilege Reprised: Fourth Circuit Reverses District Court Decision Finding
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https://www.law360.com/articles/1203181/long-anticipated-dod-contract-rule-may-lack-direct-impact
https://www.law360.com/articles/947970/afghan-contractor-to-take-vacated-1-07m-award-to-9th-circ-
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/24/us-government-shutdown-could-impact-defense-contractors.html
https://www.law360.com/articles/902244/asbca-won-t-revisit-partial-ruling-in-3-8m-lease-dispute
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2022/february/10/the-most-important-contract-disputes-decisions-of-2021
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2021/september/30/the-far-to-get-the-jab-done-government-contractor-vaccine-requirements
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2021/april/6/the-most-important-contract-disputes-decisions-of-2020
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/april/27/treasury-implementation-of-cares-act-17-billion-loan-program
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/april/10/emergency-paid-sick-leave-for-covid-19-what-government-contractors-need-to-know
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/april/3/government-contracting-during-the-covid-19
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/31/guarding-the-privilege-reprised-fourth-circuit-reverses-district-court-decision


Disclosure Pursuant to the Mandatory Disclosure Rule Waived Attorney-Client Privilege,” Dentons
client alert, March 31, 2020

Co-author, “Supply Chain Impact of President Trump's Executive Order Under the Defense Production
Act,” Dentons client alert March 21, 2020

Co-author, “Voluntary vs. Involuntary Stop Work: What contractors should consider as the COVID-19
pandemic evolves,” Dentons client alert, March 17, 2020

Co-author, “COVID-19 - Addressing the Risks of Disease Delays and Disruptions Under Federal
Contracts,” Dentons client alert, March 10, 2020

Co-author, “DoD's proposed rule on undefinitized contract actions leaves room for improvement,”
Dentons client alert, April 3, 2019

Co-author, “The appropriations Grinch brings a partial government shutdown this Christmas,” Dentons
client alert, December 26, 2018

Author, “DoD Issues New Other Transactions Guide with More Flexible Terms,” Dentons client alert,
December 14, 2018

Co-author, “FY 2019 National Defense Authorization Act becomes law,” Dentons client alert, August 16,
2018

Co-author, “What all defense contractors should know about new DOD-specific lobbying restrictions,”
Dentons client alert, March 7, 2018

"What all defense contractors should know about new DOD-specific lobbying restrictions," Dentons
client alert, March 7, 2018

“Contractor Compliance With Federal Campaign Contribution Requirements,” Dentons client alert,
co-authored by Thomas F. Walls, July 15, 2015

“Setting Limits – The Court of Federal Claims Clarifies ‘Deemed Denials,’" Dentons client alert, co-authored
by Thomas A. Lemmer, March 2, 2015

"Establishing Some Order: When The Government Should Act As Appellant In CDA Litigation," The
Government Contractor, October, 2014

"DCAA Malpractice: Recovery of Damages," co-authored by Thomas Lemmer, Phil Seckman, and Joe
Martinez, Bloomberg BNA Federal Contracts Report, May 15, 2012

Contributing Author, "Colorado Procurement Handbook," West Publications, 2009

Activities and Affiliations
Presentations

Co-Presenter, "Ethics in Government Contracts: Understanding the ethical and compliance rules that
apply in the federal government marketplace," Dentons Government Contracts Academy, May 6, 2021

Panelist, “COVID-19: Key Issues Impacting the Government Contractor Community III,” Dentons webinar,
April 2, 2020

Panelist, “COVID-19: Key Issues Impacting the Government Contractor Community II,” Dentons webinar,
March 26, 2020

Moderator, “Commercial Item Acquisition,” Rocky Mountain Government Contracts Conference, October 10,
2019
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https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/31/guarding-the-privilege-reprised-fourth-circuit-reverses-district-court-decision
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/21/supply-chain-impact-of-president-trumps-executive-order-under-the-defense-production-act
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/17/voluntary-vs-involuntary-stop-work-what-contractors-should-consider-as-the-covid-19-pandemic-evolves
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/10/covid-19-addressing-the-risks-of-disease-delays-and-disruptions-under-federal-contracts
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2019/april/2/dods-proposed-rule-on-undefinitized-contract-actions-leaves-rooms-for-improvement
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2018/december/26/the-appropriations-grinch-brings-a-partial-government-shutdown-this-christmas
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2018/december/14/dod-issues-new-other-transactions-guide-with-more-flexible-terms
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2018/august/13/fy-2019-national-defense-authorization-act-becomes-law
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2018/march/7/what-all-defense-contractors-should-know-about-new-dod-specific-lobbying-restrictions
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2018/march/7/what-all-defense-contractors-should-know-about-new-dod-specific-lobbying-restrictions
https://www.dentons.com/en/pdf-pages/~/media/78fdbe87d1f34434abb153553bd4e49e.ashx
https://www.dentons.com/en/about-dentons/news-events-and-awards/events/2021/may/6/dentons-government-contracts-academy-presents-understanding-the-ethical-and-compliance


Co-presenter, "Contract Procurement and Award," Dentons' 2016 Denver Government Contracts Briefing,
Denver, CO, May 10, 2016

Presenter, "Price Analysis and Reasonable Pricing," Public Contracting Institute, May 21, 2015

Presenter, "Subcontract Flowdowns Best Practices and Emerging Issues," National Contract Management
Association – Greater Iowa Chapter, April 14, 2015

Presenter, "Cost and Pricing for Small Businesses – What You Must Know to be Successful," Association of
Procurement Technical Assistance Centers, March 17, 2015

Memberships
Colorado Hispanic Bar

ABA - Public Contracting Section

National Defense Industrial Association

Colorado Bar Association

National Contract Management Association, Denver Chapter

Areas of focus
Practices

Bid Protests

Claims and Terminations

Costs, Pricing, Business Systems and Appropriations Law

Government Contracts - US

Political Law, Ethics and Disclosure

Public Procurement

Government Contracts - US

Industry sectors
Aviation and Aerospace

Defense and Space

Space Business

Life Sciences

Technology

Education
University of Colorado, 2007, JD

University of Colorado, 2007, MPA
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https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/practices/government-contracts-us/bid-protests
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/practices/government-contracts-us/claims-and-terminations
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/practices/government-contracts-us/cost-pricing-and-business-systems
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/practices/government-contracts-us
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/practices/public-policy-and-regulation/compliance-and-risk-management/political-law-ethics-and-disclosure
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/practices/public-procurement
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/practices/government-contracts-us
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/industry-sectors/aviation-and-aerospace
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/industry-sectors/defense
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/industry-sectors/defense/space-business
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/industry-sectors/life-sciences-and-health-care/life-sciences
https://www.dentons.com/en/find-your-dentons-team/industry-sectors/technology


University of Michigan, 2004, BA

Admissions and qualifications
Colorado

US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

US Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

US Court of Appeals for Veteran Claims

US Court of Federal Claims

US District Court for the District of Colorado
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