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Overview
Melanie is a senior associate in the Competition team. She studied law at Glasgow University and has a Masters in
European and Comparative law from Maastricht University in the Netherlands. She worked as a stagiaire at the
European Parliament and trained with Dentons (formerly MMS) qualifying in 2005.
Melanie has a wide-ranging competition law practice, with a particular focus on EU and UK merger control. She has
represented clients before the Competition and Markets Authority and European Commission to obtain clearance,
including Avis Budget Group Inc. and Stagecoach Group PLC and has handled merger filings in multiple foreign
jurisdictions. She also has experience in all aspects of EU and UK competition law, including cartel investigations,
leniency applications and dominance issues, and has attended multiple dawn raids by the competition authorities
(both criminal and civil), including one by the European Commission in 2019. Other aspects of her practice include
market investigations, distribution/agency arrangements, state aid and trade-related issues, such as export control.
Work highlights include advising KKR on its acquisition of Unilever's margarine and spreads business for $8 billion,
handling multiple merger filings for KPS Capital Partners LP's acquisition of the Howden Group and advising UK
Government on various competition and Brexit-related matters. She also advises Stagecoach Group PLC and
Standard Life Aberdeen PLC in relation to competition law, including providing advice to both clients on market
investigations by regulators.
Melanie completed a 6 month secondment as legal adviser to a leading oil and gas services company, where she
gained experience in a wide range of areas including drafting and negotiating commercial contracts and international
trade issues.

Experience
Avis Budget Group Inc. and Koç Holding: Advising on merger control issues relating to the acquisition by
Otokoç Avis Holland BV (a joint venture of Avis Budget Group and Koç Holding) of Olympic Commercial and
Tourist Enterprises, the Greek licensee of Avis Budget Group, from Piraeus Bank, including notifying the
transaction to the European Commission under the EU Merger Regulation.
C&C Group PLC: Advising in relation to the competition aspects of its acquisition of the entire issued share
capital of Matthew Clark (Holdings) Limited and Bibendum PLB (Topco) Limited and their subsidiary
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businesses Catalyst, Peppermint, Elastic and Walker & Wodehouse.
KKR: Advising on regulatory and competition due diligence in relation to their acquisition of Unilever's global
baking, cooking and spreads business.
KPS Capital Partners LP: Advising on merger control and handling multiple foreign merger and foreign
direct investment filings for KPS' acquisition of the Howden group.
World Fuels Inc: Obtaining merger control clearance for its acquisition of UVair European Fuelling Services
Limited from the UK Competition and Markets Authority.

Areas of focus
Practices
Competition and Antitrust
State Aid and Subsidy Control

Admissions and qualifications
Law Society of Scotland, Scotland
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