
dentons.com

What’s Next: COVID-19 Policy 

Issues Facing Federal, State 

and Local Governments

June 20



2

Policy Update

June 20

David C. Quam

Counsel, Washington, DC

D+1 202 496 7220

david.quam@dentons.com 



3June 20

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) in the US



4

Local Government

June 20

Ceasar C. Mitchell, Jr.

Partner, Atlanta

D +1 404 527 4180

ceasar.mitchell@dentons.com

David W. Tandy

Of Counsel, Louisville

D +1 502 587 3548

david.tandy@dentons.com



5

The Economy and Cities

What America’s Local Leaders are 

Seeing

June 20

Sources: Survey data and infographic provided by

• National League of Cities

• The United States Conference of Mayors
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Source: NCSL COVID-19: State Actions Related to Legislative Operations

https://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/covid-19-state-actions-related-to-legislative-operations.aspx
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The more than $3 trillion legislation protects the lives and livelihoods of the American 

people. Among its many provisions, the bill:

• Honors our heroes, by providing nearly $1 trillion to state, local, territorial and tribal 

governments who desperately need funds to pay vital workers like first responders, 

health workers, and teachers who keep us safe and are in danger of losing their 

jobs

• Establishes a Heroes’ Fund for essential workers, with $200 billion to ensure that 

essential workers who have risked their lives working during the pandemic receive 

hazard pay

• Supports testing, tracing and treatment, by providing another $75 billion for 

coronavirus testing, contact tracing and isolation measures, ensuring every 

American can access free coronavirus treatment, and supporting hospitals and 

providers

• Preserves health coverage, by protecting Americans losing their employer-

provided health insurance with COBRA subsidies to maintain their coverage and 

creating a special enrollment period in the ACA exchanges for uninsured 

Americans

HEROES Act: High level overview

June 20
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• Provides additional direct payments, cushioning the economic blow of the 

coronavirus crisis with a second round of more substantial economic impact 

payments of $1,200 per family member, up to $6,000 per household.

• Protects payrolls, by enhancing the new employee retention tax credit that 

encourages employers to keep employees on payroll, allowing 60 million 

Americans to remain connected to their paychecks and benefits.

• Ensures worker safety, by requiring OSHA to issue a strong, enforceable 

standard within seven days to require all workplaces to develop and implement 

infection control plans based on CDC expertise, and prevents employers from 

retaliating against workers who report infection control problems.

• Supports small businesses and nonprofits, by strengthening the Payroll 

Protection Program to ensure that it reaches underserved communities, 

nonprofits of all sizes and types and responds flexibly to small businesses by 

providing $10 billion for COVID-19 emergency grants through the Economic 

Injury Disaster Loan program.

HEROES Act: High level overview 

June 20
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• Extends unemployment benefits, ensuring weekly $600 federal 

unemployment payments through next January, providing a vital safety 

net for the record number of Americans who are unemployed.

• Bolsters housing assistance, helping struggling families afford a safe 

place to live with $175 billion in new supports to assist renters and 

homeowners make monthly rent, mortgage and utility payments and 

other housing-related costs.

• Strengthens food security, addressing rising hunger with a 15 percent 

increase to the maximum SNAP benefit and additional funding for 

nutrition programs that help families put food on the table.

• Safeguards our democracy, with new resources to ensure safe 

elections, an accurate Census, and preserve the Postal Service.

HEROES Act: High level overview

June 20



Thank you

Click here to sign up and receive the latest news and commentary from 

Dentons’ Soapbox blog - which delivers current intelligence and insight on the 

latest policy developments in Washington, DC, and across the country.

Stay up-to-date with all of our insights and guidance by visiting our US COVID-19 

hub here and signing up for future alerts and events here.

https://insights.dentons.com/e/i30ws4xa17phzlq/d02de337-aa6f-4ea9-bd11-d608b1ad3eb2/76cc952d-e55b-4a04-85cd-bf85a0fe92ae
https://insights.dentons.com/e/gyu2poyzbabsina/d02de337-aa6f-4ea9-bd11-d608b1ad3eb2/76cc952d-e55b-4a04-85cd-bf85a0fe92ae
https://insights.dentons.com/e/qleo7d4w45a17ca/191431ba-819b-4511-bda7-a9951ec4130d/76cc952d-e55b-4a04-85cd-bf85a0fe92ae
https://insights.dentons.com/e/gz0kaqum2djpccg/191431ba-819b-4511-bda7-a9951ec4130d/76cc952d-e55b-4a04-85cd-bf85a0fe92ae

